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ABSTRACT

to the quality of nursing home care.

Although people live longer in developed countries, it may not be the quality metric for healthy living. This rapid aging is concerning due to the unmet
psychosocial needs and the diagnosed and potential chronic disease conditions. Furthermore, despite the government, policymakers, and researchers tirelessly
trying to design modern long-term care services to meet the dual needs of the aging population, such as psychosocial and medical needs, progress is being
limited. Unfortunately, as much as every person wishes to age in their comfort home, community living is not ideal for everyone due to their complex needs
and family circumstances. Therefore, at present, around 1.3 million elderly and other dependent populations are living in more than united states certified
nursing homes. Where these nursing homes serve as temporary residences for some of them until they recover and for some as permanent residences due to
homelessness and poverty [1]. However, most of these nursing homes in the United States are cited as a concern for the quality. Therefore, the author wants
to gain insight into strengthening long-term care networking with broader healthcare settings such as hospitals and community-based services contribution
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Introduction

Networking among healthcare systems is a routinely recommended
process to meet unmet health-associated social needs of the high-
risk population. However, the research on networking strategies,
sustainability of partnerships with hospitals and community
organizations, and their benefits are limited [2]. Furthermore,
Improving the quality of care in nursing homes touches many
aspects, such as abuse, neglect, poor quality of life, high cost,
lack of personal advocates, inconsistent regulatory oversight, and
inadequate availability of standardized information and available
communication [1]. However, the author would like to focus on
networking to improve the quality of care in homes.

Although government and policymakers are putting efforts into
improving community-based services to allow older people to age
at their homes, the need for nursing home transformation is growing
day by day due to various reasons like economic reasons, where
people do not have funding to receive community services, social
reasons; many older adults or dependent people are isolated and
lonely in the community due to family circumstances, finally care-
related reasons; where families are not in the capacity to take care
of cognitively impaired where the institutional setting is ideal for the
families and the resident [3]. Even though abolishing nursing homes
may benefit some older people, it may leave many helpless without
access to the needed services [3]. Therefore, the author would like
to explore the necessity of bridging the gap by networking among
community-based services, nursing homes, and hospitals, as well
as the benefits of networking and its role in quality improvement.

In the past few years, fragmented healthcare has remained a significant
concern for policymakers and researchers due to the limited resources
and increased aging population with complex health needs. Therefore,
the healthcare industry has promoted integrating various healthcare
settings and systems to meet the population’s health needs [4].
However, nursing homes often collaborate poorly with hospitals or
community-based settings, which is an apparent quality concern due
to the community involvement needed in emergency preparedness
and the historical community stigma over nursing homes and care
delivery [1]. Furthermore, fragmented care systems impede the
partnership among healthcare systems and cause delays in addressing
the population’s psychosocial and long-term medical needs; therefore,
Increased utilization of acute care services raises healthcare costs [2].

The other significant benefit of partnering with hospitals and
community-based organizations is that it improves the transition
of care via effective communication about practices and care
coordination and reduces adverse effects. Also, partnering with state
and local technical assistance programs that allow the nursing homes
to connect with the academic centers enables the nursing homes to
improve quality care and comply with federal and state regulations.
It also further helps nursing homes to integrate with the community
and hospitals [1].

Additionally, incorporating nursing homes with the federal state
emergency-prepared plans and local communities bridges the
gaps and helps the nursing homes establish robust emergency-
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prepared plans. Connecting nursing homes with community-
based organizations and involving residents in community-based
activities improves the quality of care and life and the community’s
trust. Therefore, this may give the community a positive perception
of nursing homes, which may also help transform the nursing
home culture and change its image.

However, networking interactions among healthcare systems
also require networking among the teams within the health setting
to improve the quality. Still, the network of interactions within
the health settings is sustained by the notion that they can lead
to efficiency and quality in care delivery in the health system.
At the same time, all these are based on descriptive studies [5].
Therefore, networking in healthcare settings needs more research
to understand its quantifiable impacts and more required insights
on strategies, sustainability networking context, and adaptability,
such as evidence on which networking process works under what
context.

In conclusion, networking among the healthcare systems enhances
the collaborative care and expertise of the care teams and
improves inclusion and transition care. Additionally, integrating
health information systems and Al with required policies and
protective strategies among health systems may boost the effect
of networking.
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